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WORSHIP RESUMES!
8:45am at MONROE CHAPEL in Fellowship Hall
10:30am at FIRST UMC in the Sanctuary

At First UMC:
gFor everyone’s safety, we respectfully ask that all wear masks to worship.  
gPlease sanitize your hands upon entering the building; hand sanitizer
    is available at all the entrances, as well as disposable masks.  
gPlease sit in the marked areas in the Sanctuary.  
gAs a precaution the congregation is asked not to sing or speak responses.
gIf you want to visit, please do it outside either before or after the service.

We do know all of this is difficult and we thank you
for your understanding and cooperation!  

               L Please see Pastor Mike’s article on Page 2.

OTHER CHURCH INFORMATION & ACTIVITIES
VIRTUAL WORSHIP: For those who might feel uncomfortable attending worship in person, or are unable to attend
worship, you can watch the recorded service via:
  Facebook: Harlan First & Monroe Chapel  United Methodist Churches
  Website:   www.harlanmethodist.com
  Local Cable: 10:00am: Mondays, Mediacom #18, 7:30pm: Mondays, HMU #15

1:00pm: Tuesdays, FMCTC #48
7:30pm: Wednesdays, HMU #15

Contact us if you’d like a DVD copy of the service with a printed bulletin.
SPECIAL MUSIC at WORSHIP: Please contact Sandy at 712-343-2492 or at carrolls@iowatelecom.net, if you’re
able to offer special music and/or sing along with the Hymns at Sunday morning worship.
MEETINGS: At this time church meetings will continue to be conducted via Zoom.
PRAYER GROUP: The group has online communication and weekly outdoor meetings on Thursdays at 1615 Baldwin
Street, weather permitting.  Contact Dianne at 755-2001 with questions and/or interest.
WEDNESDAYS: At this time the start-up and details of Wednesday nights for children and youth are still in the
discussion phase.  Further information on teachers, meals, and safety is being gathered.  Wednesday night activities for
children and youth will begin at a later date than usual and we will keep you informed of all decisions and details. 
Ronda welcomes any thoughts on the Wednesday night program and can be contacted at: fumchcec@harlannet.com.

                                     UMW  DUTCH TREAT AT THE FAIRGROUNDS
  All women are invited to the UMW Dutch Treat on Wednesday, August 5.  Bring your coffee and chair to the
fairgrounds covered food stand at 9:30am for some long-awaited fellowship!  Treats will be provided.  All are
encouraged to bring a monetary donation for Iowa Projects.  See you at the fairgrounds!

SERMON SERIES
  We will finish up the Summer series on August 23 looking at the book of Exodus and how Moses and the Hebrews
continually moved forward into the wilderness in uncertain and difficult times.  The next series is titled “Open Mouth,
Insert Foot: The Controversial Writings of Paul”.  Some of the most controversial passages of scripture come from the
letters that Paul wrote to the churches in the first century.  Join us as we explore his letters.
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A MOMENT WITH MIKE
The Harlan First Administrative Council recently met and decided to resume in-person worship services starting

Sunday, August 2nd, and Monroe Chapel resumed in-person worship services on the previous Sunday, July 26th. 
Worship services will include some precautions to keep us as safe as possible.  
1. Please wear a mask.  If you do not have a mask, disposable masks will be available. Please sanitize your hands before
getting your disposable mask.
2. Households will be socially distanced at least six feet in the worship space.  At Harlan First, pews will be marked
where people can sit.
3. Congregational singing and spoken responses will not be a part of the service.  At Harlan First, singing will be done
by those in the chancel area only.
4. If you want to visit with others, we encourage you to do so outside before or after worship and at a safe distance.

We have decided to resume services because cases of COVID-19 in our county had gone down for a period
of two weeks.  We will continue to monitor case numbers and may go back to virtual services if needed.  In the
meantime, recorded services will still be available on our local cable channels, on our website, and on our Facebook
page.  Although we will not be able to have the recording available to you on Sunday morning, it will be available online
Sunday afternoon, and the cable channels will play it during the normal weekly times.  If you do not feel comfortable
attending worship in-person, please stay home.  If you have any symptoms of any sickness, even if just a sore throat
or a runny nose, stay home.  Do not assume you know the cause of your symptoms.

Finally, I want to implore you to please follow our safety guidelines, because they not only protect you, they
protect others as well.  At Harlan First, we have many volunteers who lead musically, help with sound, and record the
service, who will only be comfortable doing so if all of us are masking and distancing.  As your pastor, I am also
vulnerable since I have asthma.  If we cannot all think of one another and follow these precautions, we will need to cease
in-person worship.

As we plan for ministry in the upcoming months, we continue to balance discipleship and safety.  We continue
to discuss what is and is not possible with Wednesday night youth activities, confirmation, and other events.  This will
be an ongoing process until this pandemic is behind us.  As I have preached, we are in a wilderness time.  Yet, God is
with us in the midst of the wilderness.  We are not alone, and God will see us through.  As we begin in-person worship
with precautions in place, my hope is that you can still feel a connection to one another and to God as we continue
in this unique time in which we live.
God bless,
Pastor Mike

                    ONLINE STREAMING SERVICE REMINDER
  Amplify is a streaming service that offers videos from different Bible studies and speakers on many
topics.  Amplify’s website is:  https://my.amplifymedia.com/harlanfirstandmonroechapelum
  Once there, you will find a button that says, "Click here to enter your code."  Click the button and enter the access code
JNLGKX.  Once you do, you can set up your free account and begin watching.  After your account is set up, when you
come back to the website, you can simply login with the username and password that you have created.  There are videos
for adults and kids as well, including Deep Blue videos, which our children watch during M.Y.F.  In addition to the
computer, you can access the Amplify channel using Google Play, Apple's App Store, Amazon's App Store, and Roku.

            PLEASE KEEP US INFORMED
  We THANK EVERYONE for their continued patience
and understanding with the current situation.  We know
it has been difficult adjustment.
  Please let us know if you or someone you know is in
the hospital, dealing with medial issues, or would
benefit from communication with Pastor Mike.  Even if
you think we know, give us a call or shoot us an email
anyway just to be sure! 

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE:
h All expenses are paid and we have a positive balance in
the checking account!  Although we are not current on our
apportionments, we will wait to catch up until later in the year.
Remember you can mail donations (Box 28), drop donations
at the office, give via the church website, or set up monthly
auto-withdrawal.  Thank you for your continued support!
h Due to many unknown variables, the Finance Committee
will not offer the Staley’s Chicken Dinner this September and
will look forward to getting together next year! 

2



2020 Y-T-D MISSION GIVING
 Donations this year have totaled $6340 and have
benefitted: UM offerings, the local Food Pantry, the
school feeding program, the IA Community Kitchen, the
Tree of Life Mission, IA Camps, FMSC, the Boys
Scouts, and the annual Back Pack drive.  Thank you!

KITS FOR MISSION INGATHERING
 The Annual Mission Ingathering (formerly
Thanksgiving Ingathering) is scheduled for Saturday,
November 7, in Greenfield.  Ingathering is a way for
United Methodists to address humanitarian problems of
hunger, poverty, and disaster.  Every year the
Ingathering collects kits for distribution, as well as
supports Church World Service, Heifer International,
Self-Help International, and Mobility Worldwide.  For
2020 all kits will be Midwest Mission Kits.  Go to:
www.iaumc.org/ingathering for more information.
  As in the past, we will collect donations for the two
most requested kits: Student Kits (formerly School Kits)
and Personal Dignity Kits (formerly Hygiene Kits).  You
may also call/email the office for descriptions of other
kits.  Items are to be brought to the church office by
day’s end Wednesday, October 28.
  CHANGES for 2020 are in bold.
  PERSON DIGNITY KITS “PDK” 
    1 new bath hand towel (No kitchen towels)
    1 new washcloth (No kitchen dishcloths)
    1 bar of soap in wrapper (3-4oz) 
    1 large sturdy comb (no rattail or picks)
    1 new toothbrush in original sealed pkg 

(no child-size or multipacks)
    1 fingernail clipper or toenail clipper 

(no emery boards or metal files)
    10 band aids (3/4"x3")
    1 toothpaste (2.5oz or larger)
    1 shampoo (15-18oz)
    1 deodorant (2-3oz stick, roll on, or pump)
    1 razor with guard
    1 one gallon size re-sealable Ziploc bag

Place items in Ziploc bag.
STUDENT KITS 
    3 notebooks (1 subject each, spiral 8"x10.5")
    1 ruler 12" long with metric
    1 box of 24 crayons (only 24)
    1   2" or larger eraser
    1 round tip scissors (metal blades)
    1 hand pencil sharpener (1" or larger)
    6 unsharpened pencils 
    1 box of 12 colored pencils

Bring items in a plastic bag 
and we will transfer and re-pack items.

MONTY THE CHURCH MOUSE
Greetings from Monroe Chapel,
  Holy Catfish! It’s hot out there!  Me and my family
like it cause the sitters have started coming back to
Monroe.  They cool it down, and it feels good! It has
been hard getting our work done in this heat.  The
sitters talk about that problem, too.  The tall cowboy
sitter, I think his name is Gary Martens, has a green
thumb.  He brings his garden stuff when he comes.  We
love the leftovers!  It’s like Thanksgiving-only earlier!
  The chapel was empty for a while.  Sumthin about
people gettin sick.  Eww.  We don’t want any of that
business.  Now they are comin back, but… it’s really
odd cause they seem to spread out away from each
other.  They must think it makes the church look fuller! 
Ha to them!  They also wear some kinda rag over their
nose and whiskers.  That bell tone sitter doesn’t play
cause they don’t sing.  I sure wish they would sing
again.  We’re gonna have grampa do some sneakin
around to see what he can find out about no singin.  
  The sitters have some new kind of pictures to plaster
on the outside of the chapel.  I hope it doesn’t involve
some big rumble rooter that shakes the ground when it
comes.  They said some sitter from the “Big House”
made it for them. Well, It is huge, and beautiful.  They
like it, so we like it! 
  The sitter ladies are getting ready for something called
“Ingathering”.  They are stuffin some bags with lots of
strange things.  They plan to give them away!  They
could give us a few crumbs, it’s been real slim pickins
here lately.   
  The good news is that Gary Hurlburt has recovered
from his pumper sickness, and Patti is back to sewin
again.  The not so good news is that Joanie is missin
her Max since he went to heaven.  She can visit him
though when she comes to the chapel.  Hyla is not
getting out much in the hot weather, but she can still
get around with her new horse. Her daughter Nancy is
feelin better now, too.  We have missed Jan since the
sickness came, but she keeps us updated on stuff with
her magic writer.  
  As it’s been said, “Keep the faith, and practice the
five P’s…Patience, Persistence, Perspective, Prayer,
and Perspiration.” The sitters have been practicing
them, and we think it is startin to make a difference!
How are the rest of ya doin with that?
Many blessings,  
  Monty the Church Mouse & Family

�YARN DONATIONS PLEASE�
All are invited to bring yarn donations to the office
or leave them on the shelf across from the office.
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