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CHURCH ACTIVITIES
  The situation surrounding COVID-19 is fluid with daily changes.  For everyone’s safety, we will
follow the CDC’s guidelines for coming back together for activities.  So for the time being, worship
is recorded with 10 or less participants, then made available on our website and Facebook page, as
well as played on the local cable stations.  The weekly Prayer Group communicates online and all are
welcome to join in virtual fellowship on Wednesdays and Sundays - SEE BELOW.
  This also means that regularly scheduled annual events are tentative at this time.  This includes

honoring our high school graduating seniors and UMW’s Salad Buffet in May, Vacation Bible School in June, hosting
worship during the Shelby County Fair in July, and traveling to South Dakota for the mission trip scheduled for July
26-August 1.  Volunteering at the Community Kitchen in May and hosting the Summer Feeding Program beginning in
June is also tentative at this time.  We will keep you informed of all updates and/or changes.

FEELING DISCONNECTED ?
JOIN US FOR VIRTUAL FELLOWSHIP!

  Likely most of us are feeling disconnected these days.  Uncertain situations like this create the desire
to band together, and although we can’t gather physically, we are offering the opportunity to gather
virtually.  You can participate via Zoom or using your telephone.  Gatherings are Wednesdays at
10:00am and Sundays at 7:00pm and will continue until we can gather together again.  Contact the
office if you did not receive an email with information on how to participate.

MAY SERMON SERIES: The Early Stories of Genesis
  The stories in the first eleven chapters of Genesis are what we consider pre-history.  They are ancient stories – about
as ancient as you get in literature.  Many of these stories were spoken for generations before being written down and
edited together in their current form.  Where do these stories come from?  Join us as we explore some of the best-known
stories of Genesis, some of the ways we have mis-read them, and what they have to teach us about ourselves, God, and
the world.   May 3: A Productive Week  (Genesis 1:1–2:3)

          May 10: Adam and Eve  (Genesis 2:4–3:24)
                  May 17: Cain and Able  (Genesis 4:1-16)
                          May 24: Noah and the Flood  (Genesis 6:5-9)
                                  May 31: Tower of Babel  (Genesis 11:1-9)

                       GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
  Congratulations to High School graduating seniors: Camron Buck, Skye Davis, Ethan Lemon, Niall
Mahoney, Haley Manz, Wyatt Obrecht, Alana Ploen, Alex Schechinger, and Anna Shelton.  We wish them
success in their future endeavors!

RECORDED SERVICES and COPIES
  Worship services are recorded Fridays and then will be available on Facebook and our website.  Services will
also be broadcast on our local cable channels like usual.  If you would like a DVD of the service, along with a
printed bulletin, call or email the church office and we can mail them to your home.
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A MOMENT WITH MIKE

This has been quite a month and a half!  The world has changed in many ways.  With these changes,

we have had to adapt how we do things as a church, moving many of our activities online and seeking new ways

to reach out.  We are encouraged to see a good number of people from both churches watching the worship

services online, and we have had about twenty people sign up for an online small group study.  In addition,

we recently started hosting some virtual fellowship times on Wednesdays at 10:00am and Sundays at 7:00pm

on Zoom.  If you are in our email list, you should have received links for these meetings, but if you are not,

let Anne know you are interested.  If you do not have a computer or the Internet, we can get you a phone

number to call to join the fellowship with your phone.  

Some of you may have seen the different ways some other churches are doing things and may wonder

how we decide what we do and don’t do.  For instance, some churches have worship on Facebook Live.  Other

churches have drive-in services.  We have opted to record services instead of doing them live because we do

not have a strong enough Internet signal in the sanctuary for recording live.  We were actually in the process

of getting the whole Harlan First building wireless when the pandemic stopped companies from any new

installations.  We have opted not to try drive-in services because the rules for adhering to social distancing

guidelines would require everyone to keep their windows up and to listen to the service on their radios with

us transmitting through an FM transmitter.  On top of the signal possibly being unreliable, we figured if you

can only listen to it on your radio in the car, it may be more comfortable to just watch on your couch at

home.

Some of you may be wondering when we will be able to gather in person for worship again.  The simple

answer to that is, we don’t know.  The federal guidelines for reopening the country require a state to have two

weeks of decreasing numbers of new cases before phase one of opening can take place.  Phase one would allow

churches to have services as long as strict social distancing guidelines are enforced.  Unfortunately, it sounds

like it will be a long time before life is able to go back to the way it was with people being able to congregate

freely without worrying about getting too close.

What would social distanced worship services look like?  This would mean that when we do meet again,

we will need to ensure that all family units are separated from other family units by six feet or more.  This

would greatly reduce the Harlan First sanctuary’s capacity and would probably require two services.  I could

envision having a service at 10:30am and another in the afternoon or evening, and that people would need

to sign up for their preferred worship time.  Bulletins for both churches would be available online, but they

would not be printed to avoid passing anything out.  Offering plates would still be placed at the doorways,

greeters would need to remain six feet away from those they greet, and fellowship times would not be possible

for the foreseeable future at either church.  As we oftentimes hear with everything, this is a fluid situation, so

the moment we think we have something figured out, it changes!

What I will say remains the same is that I am blessed to be your pastor, and I am grateful you all are

engaging in church life as you have been doing.  God is the same yesterday, today, and forever, and he is with

us wherever we may worship.  Nonetheless, I know we all look forward to the time when we can worship once

again in person.  Until then, we will continue learning and adapting and doing what we can to make disciples,

to grow in our faith, to serve others, and to make the world a better place.

PLEASE LET US KNOW
  Please let us know if you or someone you know is in the hospital, dealing with medial
issues, or would benefit from communication with Pastor Mike.  We like to be kept
informed of both joys and concerns, so even if you think we know, give us a call or shoot
us an email anyway just to be sure!
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ONLINE STREAMING SERVICE AVAILABLE
  Amplify is a streaming service that offers videos from
different Bible studies and speakers on many topics. 
ALL of you are encouraged to make use of this
resource.  Amplify’s website is:
https://my.amplifymedia.com/harlanfirstandmonr
oechapelum
  Once there, you will find a button that says, "Click
here to enter your code."  Click the button and enter the
access code JNLGKX.

  Once you do, you can set up your free
account and begin watching.  After your
account is set up, when you come back
to the website, you can simply login with
the username and password that you
have created.  There are videos for

adults and kids as well, including Deep Blue videos,
which our children watch during M.Y.F.  In addition to
the computer, you can access the Amplify channel using
Google Play, Apple's App Store, Amazon's App Store,
and on your Roku.  Try it out!  Let us know if you have
any questions or technical problems.

THANK YOU’S
hThe 2019-2020 Wednesday night activities for PreK
through High School ended early this Spring on March
11. We had a great year and look forward to gathering
in September! We have been blessed with many
individuals who have found time in their busy lives and
volunteered to make our education program a success. 
Thank you to all of the numerous volunteers for their
efforts, whether it be by teaching, preparing and serving
meals, helping at the Christmas Program, planning
lessons-games-activities, helping at Vacation Bible
School, or other special events!  We could not
accomplish the great things that we do throughout the
year without each and every one of you!
  This Bible verse says it all. “We give thanks to God
always for you.” 1 Thessalonians 1:2

– Ronda Evans
hThank you to the First UMC Hospitality Team for
getting the Sanctuary’s hospitality table stocked and
ready.  We’ve not be able to use it yet, but hope we can
utilize it in the future!
hThank you to the many volunteers who are helping
with recorded worship on Fridays.  We appreciate and
value your time and talents, and thank you for assisting
in keeping worship as normal as we can.

CHURCH DONATIONS
  Thank you to all who continue to faithfully support First UMC
and Monroe Chapel!  Below are options for giving.
Mail: First UMC, Box 28, Harlan IA; Monroe Chapel,
c/o Jan Curtis, 1370 Road M36, Harlan IA.
Drop Off: drop donations for either church at First
UMC, 1202 9th Street; push the door bell button next to
the alley door entrance and you will be let in. 
Online: go to www.harlanmethodist.com, click the
“Make a Payment” button on the main page, and
instructions will follow.
  At this time we lift up to you the need to remember the
ministries of our churches and the importance of your
financial support, as well as your prayers, presence, and
service.  Thank you to all for your support!

WAYS YOU CAN HELP the COMMUNITY:
Local FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
  Contact West Central at 755-5602 to set a time to drop
donations at 1017 7th Street.  Items requested:  º
Boxed Meals, Mac & Cheese, Easy Mac, Beans, Tomato
Sauce, Spaghetti Sauce, Potatoes, Spaghetti O’s,
Ravioli, Canned Fruit, Canned Meat, Bottled Water,
Juice, Cleaning Supplies, and Kleenex.
Lion’s Club SHARE TABLE DONATIONS 
  Drop your donations at FarmTable Procurement, 1901
Hawkeye Avenue, Monday-Friday, 9:00am-5:00pm. 
Items requested: º Applesauce, Pudding Packs, Easy
Mac, Soup, Peanut Butter, Canned Fruit, Canned
Vegetables, Granola Bars, Cereal, Crackers, Juice,
Bread, Dried or Fresh Fruit, Cheese Sticks, and Yogurt.
DONATIONS for COMMUNITY KITCHEN
  Drop donations of non-perishables at First Baptist,
1325 Chatburn Avenue, on Mondays, around 3:00pm.

REMINDERS...
CHURCH BUILDING - due to suspended activities, the

church building is locked.  You may push the doorbell

button to the left of the alley entrance door, signaling you

are there, then someone will come and let you in.

LWe appreciate your patience!

WORSHIP - service is recorded on Fridays with Pastor Mike

and various worship assistants.  No visitors please.

LThank you for understanding!

AIRING OF WORSHIP: you will find the service on our

website and facebook page.  You may also watch it on TV. 

Listings are below.

LLet’s work to stay connected!

  10:00am: Mondays, Mediacom #18

    7:30pm: Mondays, HMU #15

    1:00pm: Tuesdays, FMCTC #48

    7:30pm: Wednesdays, HMU #15
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