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                                    UNPRECEDENTED SITUATION
  We are in the midst of an uncertain time, with changes happening daily.  The newsletter is arriving
early, without an April calendar, as we’re not certain yet what the April calendar is going to look like. 
We will continue to let you know if/when there are any changes to the below information. 

CANCELLATIONS - SUSPENSIONS - POSTPONEMENTS
WORSHIP SERVICES: Meeting together is suspended at this time; services are being pre-recorded.
CHOIR CANTATA & BRUNCH: Palm Sunday’s Cantata and Brunch are canceled.
EASTER FLOWERS: Even though meeting together for worship is suspended at this time, and may be suspended
for a longer period of time, we are still offering the opportunity to ORDER an EASTER FLOWER.  Flowers will
decorate the altar for Easter Sunday, April 12, or if need be – will decorate the altar if worship is pre-recorded that
week.  There will be a listing in the bulletin of flowers and their designations as well.  This will also help support
The Flower Barn during this time of cancellations.  Available for $12 are: white lily, yellow mum, pink tulip, or
purple hyacinth.  Call or email the church office with your choice.  Flower payments, payable to First UMC, can
be mailed to the church office (PO Box 28), or dropped off when you pick up your flower after April 12th.
LIVING LAST SUPPER: Performances for 2020 have been canceled.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS: Church meetings are suspended at this time.
UMW: Circle meetings and committee meetings are suspended at this time.
PRAYER GROUP: Thursday morning Prayer Group is being conducted online.
LENT STUDIES: Participants will finish the Lent study online.
SPRING FUND RAISER: The fund raiser is postponed for now.
BUTTER BRAIDS: Youth sales of Butter Braids are postponed for now.
WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES: Children and youth activities for the 2019-2020 year are done.  See you in September.

RECORDED SERVICES and COPIES
  Worship services are recorded Fridays and then will be available on Facebook and our website.  Services will
also be broadcast on our local cable channels like usual.  If you would like a DVD of the service, along with a
printed bulletin, call or email the church office and we can mail them to your home.

ONLINE STREAMING SERVICE AVAILABLE
  Amplify is a streaming service that offers videos from different Bible studies and speakers on many topics.  Lent study
participants will be using this service to watch their Lent study videos online, but any of you are encouraged to make
use of this resource.  Amplify’s website is:

https://my.amplifymedia.com/harlanfirstandmonroechapelum
Once there, you will find a button that says, "Click here to enter your code."

Click the button and enter the access code JNLGKX.
  Once you do, you can set up your free account and begin watching.  After your account is set up, when
you come back to the website, you can simply login with the username and password that you have
created.  There are videos for adults and kids as well, including Deep Blue videos, which our children
watch during M.Y.F.  In addition to the computer, you can access the Amplify channel using Google
Play, Apple's App Store, Amazon's App Store, and on your Roku.  Try it out!  Let us know if you have
any questions or technical problems.
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A MOMENT WITH MIKE
We are living in unprecedented times.  Chances are, you have heard that statement numerous times in the last

couple of weeks.  So much has changed in such a short timespan, and many people have been making quick changes to

adapt to the new reality.  School teachers have worked many hours to provide online learning opportunities for children,

parents are working hard to figure out how their jobs will continue as well as how they are going to care for their children

and help with their online learning.  Many are heartbroken over events that are cancelled that would have represented

milestones in their lives, such as proms and graduations.  Everything about our schedules and how we live life is uncertain

right now.  This can cause a lot of fear, anxiety, and a sense of loneliness.  

As I listen to many sources to try to find accurate information, I am hearing two things we need to do to

appropriately respond to this pandemic.  First, we should take this all very seriously.  This virus is more deadly than the

flu and more contagious.  The advice to wash your hands and to socially distance yourself from others is good advice. 

I understand that for some, it seems silly to go to all these measures when, as of the writing of this article, there has not

yet been a confirmed case in Shelby County.  The thing is, we know there could be cases that are not being diagnosed due

to a lack of testing, and science has shown that if only those who think they are sick engage in social distancing practices,

the virus will continue to spread.  This is a reminder to us that we are all connected to one another, for good and for bad. 

That also means we are all in this together, so we need to take appropriate steps to stop the spread of the disease.

Second, although we should take this seriously, we should not panic.  This means that we do not need to hoard

grocery items.  When you go shopping, buy a little more than you would otherwise, but do not hoard.  This type of panic

behavior hurts everyone.  If you have noticed a lack of toilet paper in town, you know what I mean.  This pandemic is

serious, and we do not know how long it will last or what the economic impact will be for businesses and families, but we

do know that it will end.  In the grand scheme of our lives, this will be a short period, even if it lasts as long as some are

projecting.  

That being said, as your pastor, I cannot tell you that we will be able to be back to worship in person for Easter. 

I cannot give you any date for sure, because nobody knows.  For now, we must find a new normal – a new way of living

life together.  For those who have Internet access, try to be open minded towards new technologies that enable us to

connect, even if you have never tried them before.  

We are having to do this as a church as we look into online worship, having group meetings through Zoom or

some other software program, and offering other resources to you.  We are currently offering you a new streaming service

for viewing all kinds of Bible study videos, called Amplify.  This is free to you, and instructions for getting signed up are

included in this newsletter.  This is how we will finish our Lent studies, and we may be starting new studies for the spring

and summer with this format.  We are also looking into how we can make it easier for you to give financially to the church. 

We hope to be able to offer the option of giving electronically through our website, Facebook, or your smartphone.  

This brings me to another thought, and that is how we can help one another, not just the church, but also the

community.  There are many opportunities included in this newsletter about ways to help provide food for kids who

usually get it at school.  Financially, consider the businesses in town and how you can support them.  Most restaurants

are offering delivery and take-out service.  If you are not having financial difficulties yourself, you may consider supporting

our local restaurants by getting take-out a little more often.  For those of you who like going to the movie theater, how

often would you have gone?  If you normally would have planned on watching certain movies in March or April, consider

donating the money you would have spent to the theater.  We want our businesses in town to survive.  Also, remember

to support your church as we continue our ministries in new ways and continue to have expenses.

How can we support one another?  Pray, call, email, write, and do whatever else you can to check in on others

so they do not feel so isolated.  Especially make an effort to reach out to those who may feel more isolated if they do not

have access to the Internet.  We all have a role to play.  I also want you to know that if you are struggling financially due

to the loss of income, let us know.  We do have some funds we could use to help you in your time of need, and there may

be other resources available that we could let you know about.  

Why is this pandemic happening?  We simply do not know the answer.  What we do know is that these things

happen.  Granted, this has not happened to this extent in our lifetimes, but it does happen.  Life changes and evolves,

and every now and then, a new form of virus will evolve in such a way that it can transmit to the human species.  I

personally think it is fruitless to try to make sense of it theologically.  I do not agree with the idea that God sent the virus,

is using it for something good, or that it is some kind of judgment.  Remember what I have preached.  God is like Jesus,

which means God is love.  God is with us in the midst of it, and I am grateful that he has given scientists the knowledge

to eventually create a vaccine.  In the meantime, keep the faith.  The pandemic may keep us away from a sanctuary, but

it cannot keep us away from God!  
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WAYS YOU CAN HELP:

LOCAL FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
  Due to the current situation, food pantry requests have
been increasing this week.  The Pantry is still providing
services by appointment.  Below are the requests  at this
time.  You may drop donations at the church, OR
contact West Central at 755-5602 to set a time to drop
donations at their location: 1017 7th Street.
º Boxed Meals, Mac & Cheese, Easy Mac, Manwich,
Chili Beans, Pork & Beans, Tomato Sauce, Spaghetti
Sauce, Potatoes, Spaghetti O’s, Ravioli, Canned Fruit,
Bottled Water, Juice, Meat (frozen or canned), Cleaning
Supplies, and Kleenex. [The weekly Back Pack Program is

suspended at this time due to the Feeding Program.]

FEEDING PROGRAM 
  & LION’S CLUB SHARE TABLE DONATIONS 
  Families can sign up for meal delivery or families can
pick up lunch and breakfast for children through the
Feeding Program during the school closure time.  For
those who choose to come to the High School to pick up
their meals, the Lions Club have a “Share Table” at the
site so families can pick up the meals for their kids and
also grab some grocery items from the Share Table. 
Requested donations for the Share Table are below and
are to be dropped off at: FarmTable Procurement, 1901
Hawkeye Avenue, Monday-Friday, 9:00am-5:00pm. 
Call Chris at 579-5960 with questions on the Feeding
Program.
º Applesauce, Pudding Packs, Easy Mac, Soup,
Granola Bars, Peanut Butter, Canned Fruit, Canned
Vegetables, Oatmeal Packets, Cereal, Crackers, Juice,
Bread, Dried Fruit, Fresh Fruit, Cheese Sticks, and
Yogurt.

DONATIONS FOR COMMUNITY KITCHEN
  The Iowa Community Kitchen is requesting Non-
perishable Donations for their meal program; donations
are to be dropped at: First Baptist, 1325 Chatburn
Avenue, on Mondays around 3:00pm.  Then beginning
Monday, March 23, seniors, shut-ins, and homeless can
drive through to pick up meals at 3:00pm that are to last
7 days.  Individuals or families wanting these meals
must call 571-9056 by noon each Saturday to order for
the following week.

THANK YOU’S

� Thank you to all who sent cards for my 95
th

birthday.  I so enjoyed hearing from all of you!
– Elsie Myers

� Thank you to the skillful guys who repaired
the bell rope, then got “roped” into replacing
some light bulbs.  We appreciate your time!  

– Church Staff
� Thank you to the United Methodist Men for
the wonderful pancake meal served prior to
Ash Wednesday worship.  We appreciate your
time and efforts and enjoy seeing you in the
church kitchen! 
� Thank you to ALL for your continued
patience and understanding with worship and
meeting changes, building access changes, and
cancellations and postponements due to
COVID-19.
� Thank you to those assisting with recorded
worship these next weeks!
.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

REMINDERS...
CHURCH BUILDING - due to suspended activities,

the church building is locked.  You may push the

doorbell button to the left of the alley entrance

door, which signals that you are there, then

someone will  come and let you in.

LWe appreciate your patience!

WORSHIP - service is recorded on Fridays with

Pastor Mike and various worship assistants.  No

visitors please.

LThank you for understanding!

AIRING OF WORSHIP: you will find the service on

our website and facebook page.  You may also

watch it on TV.  Listings are below.

LLet’s work to stay connected!
  10:00am: Mondays, Mediacom #18

    7:30pm: Mondays, HMU #15

    1:00pm: Tuesdays, FMCTC #48

    7:30pm: Wednesdays, HMU #15
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SUNDAYS
 MONROE CHAPEL - SUSPENDED
    8:45am: Worship
    9:45am: Coffee 

HARLAN FIRST - SUSPENDED
  10:00am: Coffee Time in Fellowship Hall
  10:30am: Worship (Nursery Available)

WEDNESDAYS: resuming Sep ‘20
 HARLAN FIRST
   6:00-6:30pm: Meal
   6:30-7:30pm: Children & Youth Activities 

   7:30-8:30pm: Chancel Choir Rehearsal

TV AIRING of 10:30 SERVICE
  10:00am: Mondays, Mediacom #18
    7:30pm: Mondays, HMU #15
    1:00pm: Tuesdays, FMCTC #48
    7:30pm: Wednesdays, HMU #15

CHECK IT OUT
Check the church’s website or Facebook page:

www.harlanmethodist.com
Harlan First & Monroe Chapel

United Methodist Churches
      T STAFF CONTACTS & WHAT WE BELIEVE
           T WORSHIP & MUSIC ACTIVITIES
                T CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES
                     T MISSIONS & OTHER ACTIVITIES

QUESTIONS, CONCERNS,
COMMENTS?

        Write:        PO Box 28, Harlan IA 51537
        Call:          712-755-5172
        Email:       fumch@harlannet.com

MISSION STATEMENT
Making Disciples of Jesus Christ

for the transformation of the world.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH               U  S     P ostage Permit #99
"Where Joy Is Shared and Love Is Lived"                                         Non Profit - Standard
9th & Durant  PO Box 28               Harlan  IA  51537
Harlan  IA  51537

     ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The Circuit Rider - a publication of First United Methodist Church, Harlan and Monroe Chapel United Methodist Church
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