
The Circuit Rider
First United Methodist Church, Harlan 
Monroe Chapel United Methodist Church

FEBRUARY 2020

              “SOUPER BOWL” on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2
  Share your caring spirit with thousands of others by donating this Sunday, February 2, to the
“Souper Bowl of Caring.”  Donations will go toward West Central’s Back Pack program.  In
1990 the Souper Bowl of Caring began with a simple prayer from a single youth group: “Lord,
as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us to be mindful of those without even a bowl
of soup to eat.”  The first year, the movement generated $22,000...in 2019, nearly 5000 groups

participated, raising 9.6 million dollars in cash and food donations.  Now the Souper Bowl of Caring is a national
movement of young people working to fight hunger and poverty in their own communities around Super Bowl Sunday.
  This year, Souper Bowl is celebrating 30 years of giving!  ALL are invited to wear their favorite team jersey and you
can drop your pocket change in the soup pots as you come up for communion, OR you can bring items for the Back Pack
Program.  This program sends a backpack of food home with young teenagers for the weekend.  Items wanted are things
that require microwave or no cooking: Fruit/Jell-O/pudding or Apple Sauce Cups, Fruit or Granola Bars, Poptarts,
Peanut Butter, Jelly, Nutella, or cans of Tuna or Chicken;  items for the microwave: Ramen Noodles, Rice or Noodle
Packets, Easy-Mac, Soup, or cans of Ravioli or Spaghetti-O’s; and drinks: juice or Gatorade.

FEBRUARY SERMON SERIES
The next sermon series is short and will focus on forgiveness.

February 9:   How God Forgives  (Psalm 86:5; 2 Corinthians 5:17-19; Ephesians 2:1-10)
February 16: Forgiving One Another  (Matthew 6:7-15; Matthew 18:21-22)
February 23: Forgiving God  (Job 10:1-22)

ASH WEDNESDAY IS FEBRUARY 26
  Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 26.  The Methodist Men will serve pancakes with
toppings, sausage, and beverages that evening from 5:30-6:40pm.  Ash Wednesday worship will
follow at 7:00pm, featuring the imposition of ashes.  Contact Denny Lawson if you’d like to help
serve or donate toward the meal.
  **Information on the upcoming Lenten Study will be available soon.
  All kid’s groups will meet on Ash Wednesday, from 6:00-7:00pm.  Kids will eat at the normal
6:00-6:30pm time, then have a shorter activity time from 6:30-7:00pm.  Parents can pick kids up at
7:00pm, or come and go to Ash Wednesday worship with them.

2019 FIRST UMC MISSION GIVING
  Thank you to all who helped others through mission giving in 2019!  In addition to three church members
serving seven days at the Tree of Life Ministry on the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota, First UMC
contributed $600 cash and several pairs of socks and underwear to the Tree of Life ministry.  Also given
was $2145 to Iowa Flooding/Disaster, $833 to Feed My Starving Children (as well as time spent packing
up the FMSC meals), $675 to the Bidwell Riverside ministry, $656 to United Methodist Special Offerings,
$200 to Hamburg Flooding, and $200 to Family Renewal ministry.
  Our credit from Ingathering totaled $657 from 20 kits, 2 quilts, and donations for kit shipping and Church World
Service Blankets.   Local offerings were $900 to the local Community Kitchen, $850 to our local Food Pantry, plus
847lbs of donated food and toiletries throughout the year, $625 for Back Packs, $200 to the SWITA summer bus, and
over $2000 worth of gifts to the 20 Adopt-a-Family individuals.  A great list that reflects the congregation’s generosity. 
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                 UM WOMEN
  United Methodist Women meet Wednesday,
February 5 for an Executive Meeting at
9:30am in the church library.

FEBRUARY KIDS/YOUTH SCHEDULE
Groups meeting Wednesdays, February 5, 12, and 26;
there is no school February 19:
Elementary MYF: for PreK-4th Grades;
Jr High MYF: for 5th-6th and 7th-8th Grades;
Sr High MYF: for 9th-12th Grades.
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY: is February 2
during 10:30am worship.  Kids are invited to
wear their favorite team jersey and we will
collect a special offering for the Food Pantry.
ASH WEDNESDAY: is February 26; kids
will meet from 6:00-7:00pm that night and
will eat from 6:00-6:30pm and have a shorter
activity time, 6:30-7:00pm.  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
  Myrtue Medical Center/Hospice will offer the six week
program, “Understanding Your Grief” beginning
February 19 and meeting every Wednesday through
March 25.  Call 755-4424 to register.

FIRST UMC 2019 FINANCES
  Thank you to those who volunteered their time, those who
volunteered their talent, and those who volunteered their gifts
to support our 2019 budget!  We paid all of our operating
expenses and all of our apportionment obligation, ending the
year with a negative balance of $10,000.  We are able to
operate and end the year with a deficit due to extra funds in
the checking account from previous years that ended in the
black. 
  Expenses were under budget overall - out of 5 areas
(Apportionments/Buildings/Finance/Program/Staff), 3 areas
were slightly over budget, 1 came in under budget, and 1 was
right on budget.  Regarding income, we had 147 giving units;
77 of them pledged, the other 70 gave without pledging.  Our
budget for the 2020 is set the same as it has been since the
2017 year: $261,500 budgeted for both income and expense. 

  With your faithful support, we will
continue offering uplifting worship,
active Wednesdays, marvelous music
by talented musicians, mission
opportunities, special activities and
fund raisers, faithful visiting and
praying, and ongoing and new
fellowship gatherings!

  Detailed financial reports are always available in the office.

g From Adopt Families: 
  hThank you so much for the gifts we received, we are
so grateful!  We will bless your church in our prayers.
 hThank you for your generosity! It really means so
much to us.
 hThank you so much!  The kids loved the gifts and the
family gift was a nice surprise.
 hThank you so much for adopting my children!  They
had a great Christmas because of you.
 hThank you for the gifts!  This really helped our family
this year.  God Bless you all.
gThank you to First UMC for the poinsettia, many
notes and greetings, and Mike and Ava’s visits.  Special
thanks to Ava.  – Donnabelle John
gThank you to the couple who so generously donated
back the expense of refinishing the Fellowship Hall
floor.  What a lovely gesture!

2019 BUILDING UPDATES
  Like last year, the Trustees completed and funded
multiple repairs at the church and parsonage this past
year.  Repairs at the parsonage included removal and
replacement of the fireplace, continued waterproofing
in the basement, and extensive repair work to the
foundation of the house.  A new water heater was
installed and a new riding lawn mower was purchased.
  Repairs at the church included replacement of 6
cracked panes of glass and refinishing of the
Fellowship Hall floor.  Other funded upgrades were a
new microphone, transmitter and body pack, two new
speakers for the Sanctuary, and TV and DVD’s for two
classrooms.
  These projects are only
possible because of extra
donations received from
church members from
the roof project in 2012
and estate gift donations. 
The extra roof funds are
now depleted and with
the remaining estate gift donations, work is scheduled
to be done to the north Sanctuary wall this Spring.  This
will be a big project, which will likely deplete
remaining Trustee funds.  That being said, we’d like to
thank everyone for their past generosity - generosity
which allowed funding for dozens and dozens of
repairs and projects since 2012! We are THANKFUL.
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A MOMENT WITH MIKE
  We are one month into the new year, and this has already been an interesting year for the United Methodist Church!  First,
we had headlines that made it seem as though the church had split, and then we had news about some new ways that the Iowa
Annual Conference will be doing ministry.  I would like to take this opportunity to briefly address both of these items.
  First, the headlines about the church splitting were misleading.  Although we may indeed be headed for a split, these matters
will be addressed at the next General Conference, which will be held in May.  Many proposals are being submitted for
consideration at General Conference for ways in which we can go our separate ways on the issue of LGBTQ inclusion, but
we will not know what will come of it until after that May meeting.  Until then, we must wait as we continue our ministry.
  Second, the Iowa Annual Conference is needing to cut their budget in half due to a number of churches who are withholding
their apportionments (the conference budget is not the same as our local church budget).  We paid 100% of our
apportionments because we feel this is important as United Methodists, but many did not.  In order to cut the budget in half,
they are looking at funding conference ministries in other ways instead of through apportionments, charging a registration fee
to cover Annual Conference expenses, and reducing the number of district superintendents from eight to five.  In order to
function with less district superintendents and to lower administration costs, churches will be organized into circuits, which
could include anywhere from six to fifteen churches.  The pastors of the churches in each circuit would form a circuit team,
and they would meet for leadership development and to share talents and resources amongst the congregations in the circuit. 
Each circuit team would have a circuit leader (one of the clergy) who would lead the team, preside over the charge conferences
of the circuit, and meet with other circuit leaders and district superintendents periodically.
  We do not yet know exactly what this will look like or how it will affect the local church, although they have said local
churches would still have their own pastor.  The details are murky so far, so we will have to see as we go along in the next year
or so.  In the meantime, we know what we will do.  We will continue to pray for our church and to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.

FIRST UMC 2020 COMMITTEES
Administrative Board Chair: Rebecca Gough Recording Secretary: Anne Bieker
Lay Leader/Member to Annual Conf.: Charlie Parkhurst Scout Committee: Pat Shelton

Council At-Large Members: Jeff Branstetter, Dan Evans, Bev Goshorn, Susan Hogzett, Katie Monski, Ron Miller
Education: Angela Breyfogle, Ashley Bruck, Ronda Evans, Jenny Jones, Jennifer Shelton, Becky Swank, Allison Taylor
Finance/Stewardship: Aaron Anliker, Wava Bails, Anne Bieker, Amy Coenen, Kevin Goshorn, Phyllis Lytle, Rebecca Mahoney, Ruth Pitkin,
Sue Thompson 
Hospitality: Brandt Ferry, Steve Lawson, Katie Monski
Memorials: Keith Bauer, Leone Deskin, Stacy Ferry, Sarah Fink, Cindy Hulsebus, Sue Lawson, Muriel Lemons, Nina Pulatie, Shirley Wolf
Missions: Everette Carroll, Sandy Clemons, Mary DeHaan, Sharon Donlin, Rita Knights, Judy Knudsen, Rick Schaben, Cindy Smith
Nominations: Sandy Clemons, Ronda Evans
Staff Parish Relations: Roger Davidson, Don Hummel, Cathy Johannsen, Denny Lawson, Betty Martens, Bernice Petersen
Trustees: Paul Bruck, Julienne Ferry, Darren Goshorn, Nancy Greer, Mark Maxwell, Shawn McLaughlin, Gary Moller, Charlie Parkhurst,
David Tyrrel, Mark Vande Berg
Worship: Laurie Allen, Sandy Carroll, Grant Christensen, Sharon Davidson, Mary Lemons, and worship area coordinators

Call the office if any names are incorrect, need updated, OR you’d like to serve on a committee --  
there are openings on Ad Council, Education, Missions, SPRC and Worship.

.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
SUNDAYS

MONROE CHAPEL    8:45am: Worship
         9:45am: Coffee 

HARLAN FIRST       10:00am: Coffee Time
       10:30am: Worship

WEDNESDAYS: Sep-Apr, Harlan
   6:00-6:30pm: Meal
   6:30-7:30pm: Children & Youth Activities 

   7:30-8:30pm: Chancel Choir Rehearsal

TV AIRING of 10:30 SERVICE
10:00am: Mondays, Mediacom #18  1:00pm: Tuesdays, FMCTC #48
7:00pm: Mondays, HMU #15           7:00pm: Wednesdays, HMU #15

CHECK IT OUT
Check the church’s website or Facebook page:

www.harlanmethodist.com
Harlan First & Monroe Chapel

United Methodist Churches

QUESTIONS, CONCERNS, COMMENTS?
        Stop By:   1202 9th Street, Harlan
        Write:        PO Box 28, Harlan IA 51537
        Call:          712-755-5172
        Email:       fumch@harlannet.com

MISSION STATEMENT
Making Disciples of Jesus Christ

for the transformation of the world.
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